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The Association of Biblical Instructors in American 
Colleges and Secondary Schools 



In 1911 a group of Biblical instructors met during the 
Holiday week at Columbia University to discuss the problems 
of their departments. For five years these informal meetings 
were continued with increasing numbers and interest, until in 
1916 the National Association was organized and in 1917 the 
Western Section, which held its first meeting at the University 
of Chicago in the spring of that year. 

The Association has now an active membership of about 
two hundred, and its annual conferences have proved in the 
highest degree practical and stimulating. 

The executive officers of the National Association are: 
President, Professor C. F. Kent of Yale University; Corres- 
ponding Secretary and Treasurer, Professor Raymond C. 
Knox of Columbia University ; Recording Secretary, Albert E. 
Bailey of Worcester Academy. 

The executive officers of the Mid- Western Section are: 
President, Professor Wilson C. Wheeler of Washburn College ; 
Vice-President, Professor Wm. II. Wilder of Illinois Wesleyan 
College ; Secretary and Treasurer, Professor Hernion H. Severn, 
Kalamazoo College. 

Additional members of the Executive Committee: Profes- 
sor Fred Merrifield and Dr. Robert L. Kelly. 

Membership in the Association is open to all Biblical 
instructors in America. The annual dues are one dollar and 
applications may be sent to the Secretary of either section. 

From the first there has been the closest co-operation be- 
tween the Association and the Council of Church Boards of 
Education. This eo-operation has proved of great value in 
realizing the common aims for which both organizations are 
working. The present plan of issuing the report of the con- 
ferences of the Eastern and Western Sections of the Associa- 
tion as a regular number of Christian Education is a further 
step toward practical co-operation. 

At the Second Annual Conference of the Middle West Sec- 
tion, held at the University of Chicago in June, Professor 
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Kent presided and some thirty-five delegates were in at- 
tendance. "We take pleasure in presenting here a synopsis 
of Professor Kent's opening address, and a resume of some 
of the other addresses made, by order of the Conference, by 
Professor Fred Merrifield of the University of Chicago. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS— THE CHIEF OBJECTIVES OF 

OUR WORE. 

(By Prof. Charles F. Kent.) 

The aims of our Association of Biblical Instructors have 
been gradually denned in the light of practical experience. 
Briefly stated, the chief are: (1) To bring together into 
close fraternal relations all secondary school and college in- 
structors and educational and Christian Association secre- 
taries who are working in Biblical and related departments. 
(2) To correlate the results of the practical experience of each 
instructor and department and to make them available for 
all. (3) To develop courses and methods of Biblical study 
that will meet the needs of the American student and con- 
form to the highest educational standards. (4) To stand- 
ardize the Biblical work in the secondary schools of America 
and to co-ordinate it with that of the church school on the 
one side and with that of the college on the other. (5) To co- 
operate in establishing new departments of Biblical literature 
in the American colleges and preparatory schools and to in- 
crease the equipment and efficiency of those already estab- 
lished. 

To define briefly the chief objectives of the Biblical work 
in our American colleges and secondary schools is not an 
easy task. No other department represents such a variety 
of material. None appeals to more fundamental interests. 
None touches intimately more departments : literature, history, 
psychology, philosophy, sociology and economics. In many 
of our larger colleges, especially in the East, the Biblical 
departments are only partially developed, yet none have 
greater possibilities and from the point of view of both the 
individual student and of society they are most important. It 
is significant that in these strenuous days when the Greek 
and Latin classics are being sadly neglected, the Biblical 



